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How we promote British Values and prepare our children for life in modern Britain
at Iver Heath Junior School
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At Iver Heath Junior School, we value the diverse ethnic backgrounds of everyone in our school community
including all pupils, families, staff, governors and visitors. These very much harmonise with our own school
values of We are Achievers! We are a Community! and We are Inclusive! We practise
tolerance and respect for the different faiths, beliefs and cultures of those in our community and the wider
world.

The Department for Education has published guidance to schools on promoting British values to prepare
young people for life in modern Britain. At Iver Heath Junior School we take this responsibility seriously and
actively promote the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, and
mutual respect and tolerance of those of different faiths and beliefs. These concepts are explored through
our curriculum, in Religious Education and PSHE in particular, where children can deepen their
understanding. They are underpinned through assemblies either explicit to the understanding of British
values, to celebrating special occasions of other cultures or those with a more implicit but very much linked
content for example our own 3 Golden Rules. We also enjoy special visitors to the school and as a whole-
school honor celebrations like those of Black History Month, Diwali, Ramadam & Eid al-Fitr, Chinese New
Year, British Saints Day, Harvest Festival and Remembrance Day.

Democracy

Democracy is embedded within our school. Pupils have opportunities to have their voices heard through
our School Council and pupil surveys; through voting for House captains and also through taking on roles
as monitors within their own classrooms and becoming a school prefect in year 6. Our pupils are confident
and often approach a member of the Senior Leadership Team to discuss an idea or concern or, if a more
appropriate time is needed, to arrange one. The democratic process of election, where a candidate makes
a speech to their peers who vote for them on the basis of their manifesto, happens when voting for House
captains and School Councillors.

The Rule of Law

The importance of laws, whether they be those that are in place for each individual class, the whole
school’s 3 Golden Rules or the country, are consistently reinforced through many aspects of the school day
from within the class to during assembly times and from dealing with behaviour to through the curriculum.
Pupils are taught the value and reasons behind the laws, that they protect and govern us, the
responsibilities this involves and that there are consequences when these are broken.

The children in each class begin their new school year by discussing and democratically deciding upon their
own set of rules for their class, during which, they explore the concept of rights and responsibilities. The
concept of the rule of law is further developed through the curriculum where in PSHE pupils learn about
the process of rules and responsibilities in years 3 and 5. They also explore how the ancient kingdoms of
Greece and Benin were governed in years 5 & 6.

During PE lessons, extra-curricular sports clubs, sporting tournaments and Sports Day, pupils are
encouraged to demonstrate fair play and sportsmanship; they are taught the importance of needing rules
within sport which in turn, helps them to play fairly.

We are Achievers!  We are a Community! We are Inclusive!



Mutual respect

Here at Iver Heath Junior School we have 3 Golden Rules, the first of which is *We treat everyone with
respect, honesty and kindness.” This theme is reiterated often in assemblies which are taken by staff;
weekly assemblies where House Captains give out awards and in our Friday Celebration Assembly, where
pupils are awarded ‘Star of the Week’ for reasons which include following the 3 Golden Rules. Posters
containing the 3 Golden Rules can be found in every classroom and in various places throughout the school
building. Pupils demonstrating respect to their peers, adults or property may be awarded house points by
any member of the school staff.

Tolerance of those of Different faiths and Beliefs

At Iver Heath Junior School, we celebrate the culturally rich and diverse society that makes up Britain.
Whenever possible we provide pupils with the opportunities to learn from each other by sharing and
celebrating their different faiths and cultures. This is done through assembly opportunities where adults
and pupils are encouraged to share their own faith and culture to enhance learning. It is also taught
explicitly through the curriculum. In RE pupils are taught the similarities and difference between
Christianity, Islam, Judaism, Hinduism and Sikhism. Pupils are taught that these religions, among others,
are practised in Britain and they learn about what that involves. They are also taught the fundamental
need for everyone to uphold respect for the beliefs of each religion.

We have robust policies and procedures for any form of identity-based bullying at Iver Heath Junior School
including ethnicity, cultural and religious backgrounds, gender, sexual identity. These have been supported
by working with the Equally Safe Project and were written with feedback from our Agents for Change.

At Iver Heath Junior School, it is very important to us that all of our school community including pupils and
their families, staff, governors and visitors feel safe, are aware how to be safe, learn respect and tolerance
and how these concepts affect our lives locally, nationally and globally and prepare our pupils for life in
modern Britain. We are committed to doing whatever we can, whenever we can to be a Inclusive,
Community and we welcome support to help us Achieve this.

We are Achievers!  We are a Community! We are Inclusive!



